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Clare Local Development Company which commenced 
its work in 2009, is a limited company with a voluntary 
Board of Directors from community and voluntary 
groups, social partners, environmental interests, local 
government and state bodies. This community-led 
Board decides how funding and scheme resources are 
used for the economic and social benefit of people and 
communities in Co. Clare.  Over 15,000 hours of 
voluntary time was contributed to this work by Board 
members over the 5 year period.
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2009 - 2013 LEADER Funded Community Projects in Rural Co. Clare
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 11 Playgrounds
  € 970k

 7 Astro Turfs
  € 962k

 23 Halls & Community Facilities
  € 3m

 11 Social Enterprises
  € 761k

 11 Village Enhancement
  € 427k

 15 ‘The Gathering’ Events
  € 117k

 3 Waterbased Facilities
  € 161k
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Total € 6.4m



Number of Community Groups

2009 - 2013
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 35 GAA 

 41 Environmental

 34 Sporting 

 18 Parish & Graveyards

 24 Community Facilities

 9 Heritage & Tourism

 21 Older & Vulnerable Adults 

 18 Youth & Childcare
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Community Groups supported by
the Rural Social Scheme & 

Tús community work placement schemes

Total  200
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 205 Tourism

 99 Craft

 124 Creative

 86 Food

 163 Services

 45 Agri
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Enterprises Supported by LEADER &
the Local Community Development Programme2009 - 2013

Number of Enterprises 32

Total  722



2009 - 2013 A Sample of North Clare Projects

Boghill Centre

“CLDC has enabled us to bring to life a 
dream we have been holding for many 
years. Our new ecological building, 
housing a wood gasification boiler, 
workshop space and pottery will go a 
long way to making the Boghill Centre 
more sustainable”.

Sonja O’Brien www.boghill.com

Airmid Soap

“I completed a very good Start Your Own 
Business course with CLDC and they also 
provided me with a grant towards my 
website and some equipment to start up 
the business”.
Tina Robinson www.airmidsoap.com

Wild Kitchen

Join Oonagh from Wild Kitchen on a 
journey of discovery as she shares her 
knowledge and passion for good food, 
guiding Wild Food Walks.
“My business began with the positive 
feedback, encouragement and support 
from Clare Local Development Co. by 
endorsing my business idea and advising 
me along the way”.
Oonagh O Dwyer www.wildkitchen.ie

Kilfenora

Ennistymon

New Quay

The Burren

Caherconnell

Linnalla Ice Cream

Brid and Roger Fahy from New Quay 
set up Linnalla Icecream with LEADER 
funding assistance. “It wouldn’t have 
been possible for us to have achieved 
the success to date with our business 
without the continued support from 
CLDC”.

Brid Fahy www.linnallaicecream.ie 

Burren Way

CLDC operate the Walks Scheme 
where over 100 landowners maintain 
the Burren Way and over 34 looped 
walks, totalling more than 270km of 
trails. Participants on the Rural Social 
Scheme also assist in the maintence 
of the walks. 

Burren Forts

“CLDC has been a very important catalyst 
for growth here at Caherconnell over the 
last number of years. Their support and 
guidance has been invaluable in our 
continued development”.

John Davoren www.burrenforts.ie



2009 - 2013 A Sample of West Clare Projects

Loophead Tourism Association

“The animation funding that we 
received supported the creation of a 
network of people, businesses, 
products and services. The promotion 
of Loop Head Peninsula as a 
sustainable tourism destination was 
part of this project which allowed us to 
showcase our destination to the media. 
A renewed enthusiasm amongst 
existing businesses and excitement 
from new business was apparent as 
Loop Head received continued positive 
coverage as a direct result of the 
animation project”.

Trea Heapes www.loophead.ie

Celtic Mist

“Through LEADER funding we were able 
to refit the Celtic Mist for use in Dolphin 
research trips. Celtic Mist is a fantastic 
resource for all and it will introduce 
hundreds of people to the wealth of 
marine wildlife around our shores”.

Simon Berrow www.rvcelticmist.ie

Lissycasey Development

“Through LEADER funding Lissycasey 
has developed beautiful surroundings 
for locals and visitors to enjoy outdoor 
recreation. Without the support 
provided by CLDC Lissycasey wouldn’t 
have secured the addition of the 
outdoor gym equipment along the 
walkway up to and around the 
Cascades”. 
Maura Griffin St Marys Community 
Development Association.

Nevsail Watersports

“I would like to thank all at CLDC very 
much for your amazing help and 
support with our expansion project. 
Without you, Nevsail Watersports and 
Rock Climbing would have not been 
able to expand and grow as it has as a 
business and allowed us to run our 
business much earlier and longer into 
the season. Because of the extra work 
load and demand, we also employ more 
staff than ever before, as things have 
become busier for us, thus providing 
extra employment”.

Dave Neville 
www.nevsailwatersports.com

Clare Spring Water

“The support from LEADER funding has 
been invaluable in the success of Clare 
Spring, not only just the funding but 
also the advice and moral support 
offered by the staff of CLDC”.

Paul Connellan www.clarespring.ie

Kilrush
Loophead

Lissycasey



Clarisford Park

“Clarisford park had been in planning for 
many years, a meeting with CLDC 
changed our entire outlook. The staff of 
CLDC helped us on every step of the 
way and without their support Killaloe 
wouldn’t have a project for generations 
to come that is being  used by 3,000 
people a week.”

Keith Wood

Lough Graney

“Without the support from CLDC Lough 
Graney Community would never have 
been successful in completing the 
community facility that we have been 
planning for 10 years. Also we would 
like to thank CLDC for their input into 
Tree of Generations Project which 
President Higgins unveiled last year”. 
Kathleen Mc Namara Lough Graney 

Community Development Association

Exploration Dome

“Exploration Dome is a Mobile Planetarium 
which was set up in 2012 with the help of 
the CLDC. Without the funding, advice and 
patience of their great staff, we would not 
have been able to make that start. Now we 
are expanding our business with an outside 
dome. This also with the help of the CLDC. 
Thank you!”

Martin and Debora Conroy
www.explorationdome.ie

Kilkishen Development

“The local community are excited with 
the prospect of the new 
Cultural/Heritage Centre opening shortly, 
this would not be possible without all 
the assistance of CLDC. This building 
will enhance the village and will 
encourage prosperity in the community.”

Michael Hogan
Kilkishen Development Association 

Killaloe

Flagmount

Kilkishen

Scariff

2009 - 2013

Wilde’s Irish Chocolate

“Making my artisan chocolate factory in 
Co. Clare open plan and making it 
possible for visitors and tourists to see 
us actually making chocolates would 
only have been a dream without the 
support of CLDC”.

Patricia Farrell 
www.wildeirishchocolates.com

A Sample of East Clare Projects



2009 - 2013

Kilnacrandy Racehorse Jumping Facility

“Without the support of CLDC we wouldn’t 
have been able to open this new facility for 
horse jumping in county Clare the first of 
its kind on the west cost of Ireland. CLDC 
has been supportive of this project from 
concept right through to opening”.

John O’Neill

Atlantic Airventure

“We just couldn't have progressed so far 
without the resource that CLDC and Leader 
funding provided, we would like to thank all 
the team for their support and hard work 
on our behalf for the last 4 years”.

Jane McGill 
www.atlanticairventure.com

Obair Newmarket on Fergus

“Obair are very pleased with the help, 
cooperarion and guidance we have 
received from CLDC over the past 5 years. 
We hope this relationship will continue into 
the future”.

Pat Cronin 
Obair Newmarket on Fergus.

Torpey Wood Products

“CLDC has helped enormously with the 
progress of our company, the expertise of 
the staff in assisting us with funding 
applications and business plan 
development has ensured the continued 
success of the business”. 

John Torpey 
www.handcrafthurleys.com

“CLDC, with its wealth of local 
knowledge and expertise gained 
over many years, has afforded the 
people of Clare an opportunity to 
develop their local resources 
through social and economic 
development. Our future lies with 
the development of the local”.

Fr Harry Bohan

Newmarket
on Fergus

Shannon

Quin

Sixmilebridge

Shannon Swimming & Leisure Centre

“CLDC has been a major support to 
Shannon Swimming & Leisure Centre Ltd 
over the years, providing significant 
funding to assist in the growth and 
development of our community facility.  
This support has in turn created additional 
employment and vastly increased the 
number of people availing of our health & 
leisure facilities”.

Eavan Mc Carthy 
www.shannonleisurecentre.ie

A Sample of South Clare Projects



A Sample of Ennis Projects

CE Scheme

Clare Local Development Company 
operate a Community Employment 
scheme in the Ennis West Area providing 
supported employment, skills based 
training and personal development.
There are 15 participants currently on our 
scheme working in the following areas: 
general operatives, caretaker, childcare, 
reception/administration staff, cleaning 
and bus driving staff.

Barry Wrafter

‘I wouldn’t have been able to start my new 
business Mi-Pet without the support of 
LEADER, I’m grateful they had the courage 
to believe in this innovated creative 
business. I was also assisted to purchase 
specialist tools that assisted me in a 
commission of a powerful monument of 
hurling in Kilkenny.’ 

Barry Wrafter 
www.barrywrafterfineart.com

Tús Projects

CLDC has placed a total of 416 
participants as part of the Tús 
programme with local community and 
voluntary groups in Co Clare. In the Ennis 
area 66 participants have supported 25 
community groups with the majority of 
workers placed in caretaking roles, 
administration work and retail services in 
charity or community settings - the 
scheme has also supported various 
sporting facilities in the area. 

Ennis
TownEnnis West

Black Umbrella

Black Umbrella Productions was formed 
with CLDC’s assistance in 2013. The 
owners credit CLDC for the continued 
success of this creative innovate start 
up. “We would like to thank CLDC for the 
positive input into our business. Their 
belief in what we are doing has helped to 
maintain the success to date.”

Jill O Connor 
www.blackumbrellaphotography.com

Access Course

The Access course has been running 
annually in Ennis with great success 
among the students. 
“My experience on the course has changed 
my life, each day I learnt something new 
whether it be from my fellow class mates 
or from Sue and Sharon or the tutors, who 
happily gave us their time to teach us in a 
way that you had the confidence to try new 
avenues of thinking.”

Geraldine Egan 2013

2009 - 2013



2009 - 2013 Social Inclusion Actions in County Clare

Money Banks

The programme was designed by CLDC 
and Clare Youth Service to offer 10 young 
people in Ennis the opportunity to 
participate in their communities and to 
take on decision making roles.   
The responsibility of the Money Banks 
committee is to oversee a grants scheme 
which is open to community groups in 
Ennis. In 2013 grants were awarded to 14 
groups at an awards ceremony arranged 
by the Money Banks committee. 

Rainbows

Rainbows provides a safe setting in 
which children and young people can 
share their feelings, emotions and 
struggles about separation and bereave-
ment in a group setting with others who 
have similar experiences. They are 
supported in this process by a trained 
facilitator, usually a teacher in their school.

Incredible Years

The CLDC Incredible Years programme 
trains preschool staff to provide an early 
intervention programme to pre-schools 
on topics such as expressing feelings, 
solving problems, understanding the 
emotional components to behaviour, 
teaching social skills and modelling 
positive behaviour. 
41 workers from 14 preschool services 
trained in Incredible Years in 2012/13.

Cuairt

This project supports older people to live in their homes. 47 
older people have been supported by the Cuairt 
programme in 2012/13. 44 individuals and 120 Local 
Community groups have been trained in Older People’s 
Safety in the Home (in conjunction with the Gardaí). Over 
30 groups are registered with CLDC to provide on-going 
support to older people in their area.

Age Friendly County

Making County Clare the best place in 
Ireland to grow old is the aim of this 
initiative. 
It involved two years of intensive planning 
with several partner organisations, 
consultations with 327 participants, and 
the launch of the Age Friendly County 
Strategy with over 500 Older People in 
attendance in 2013.



2009 - 2013
County Clare Wood Energy Project

www.ccwep.ie

 398 Cluster Members 

 19 Farmer Clusters

 258 Forestry Plantations
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Clare has 16% forest coverage; 
over half of this is owned by 
local farmers.

Wood energy from trees can be 
used to heat our homes, 
schools, offices, hospitals, 
factories, community centres 
and other buildings. A number of 
wood energy boilers have been 
installed in Co. Clare.

CCWEP has helped to develop 
farmer based wood energy 
clusters around the county. 
These farmers work together 
to harvest the timber from 
their plantations for the wood 
energy market. 


